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The Nihonmatsu-Gakuin Educational Institution, Incorporated is celebrating
the 30th anniversary. | would like to express my sincere gratitude for the
cooperation and support of all of you who made this possible.
The world has dynamically changed since last year due to the COVID-19, and
now it is time to explore new social structures and the way our society should
be. We have reached the milestone of 30 years in the midst of this difficult
situation. | think this is a mission for us to rise to this occasion.
Two years ago, before the COVID-19, we asked parents (guardians) of the
students to purchase PCs for their children, because we believed that IT
would definitely be essential. Thanks to this preparation, we could shift
lectures and classes online quickly and smoothly before other colleges, and
our students could continue studying without problems. The preparation
program for the qualification exams of Certified Architect (class 2) was also
given online, and the number of students who successfully passed the exams
even exceeded that of last year. We will utilize the know-hows of this success
and will continue to work on more advanced methods for education. What do
they need now? - Staying close to our students, | have always been thinking
about it for these 30 years.
In 1990, before the school was opened, | saw a large site for our future campus
from the JR Sonobe station and determined two things. First, | will let the
students obtain some qualifications while they are in college, which will surely
support their work and life after graduation. And | will call students from all
over Japan. Our first college of the group, Kyoto International Architectural
College (today’s Kyoto Architectural Super College of Design) was established
from these ideas.
Having worked in the modular housing industry, | keenly realized the
importance of fostering architects. This is why | decided to establish a college
with unprecedented program that enables students to acquire the qualifica-
tion of Certified Architect (class 2) while in college. Qualified personnel were
needed in the industry. | also decided to build dormitories for students from
all over the country to provide them a place for living as well as learning.
Traditional Arts Super College of Kyoto, another college of our group, was
established, thanks to the support of the national government, Kyoto
prefecture and Nantan city administrations, as well as related people of
traditional arts and crafts industries. The mission of this college is to hand
down the skills and techniques of traditional arts and crafts to the next
generation, based on the Act on the Promotion of Traditional Craft Industries
by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. This has been the only college
in Japan that made it possible to learn traditional arts and crafts techniques
with a systematic curriculum. It was unprecedented to teach traditional
techniques through a systematic school education curriculum. Students have
been learning seriously and acquiring elaborate techniques from skilled
artists, and they have produced innovative projects one after another.
The community-based activities by the students have been greatly
sympathized with people in Kyoto, and that led to the opening of the
Higashiyama campus of Kyoto Arts and Crafts University in the central area of
Kyoto city. Kyoto is the most suitable place for integrated learning of arts,
crafts, and architecture. And this is the first attempt in the whole country.
What society needs now and what students need now - for 30 years | always
thought about it and continued to work toward its realization. | sincerely
express my deep gratitude to everyone who cooperated with us, and | appreciate
your continuing support and instruction for the Nihonmatsu Gakuin Educational
Institution, Incorporated.
Hidekazu Shintani
General Administrative Director
Nihonmatsu-Gakuin Educational Institution, Incorporated
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Nihonmatsu-Gakuin is celebrating its 30th anniversary, and | would like to
express my sincere gratitude to everyone who have supported our
institution. | am very grateful to the national government, Kyoto prefecture,
Kyoto city, and Nantan city administrations, as well as those in the architec-
tural organizations, traditional arts and crafts industries, the excellent
professors and enthusiastic faculty and all our staff. Thank you very much
everyone. | also pay my most special and greatest respect to our 16,352
graduates. Flying from our campus, excellent and competent graduates
have been working actively in various fields.

In 1991, 130 students from all over Japan came to Nihonmatsu in Sonobe.
They were all highly motivated with great purposes. In order to respond to
their aspirations, we prepared facilities and equipment which allowed them
to concentrate on their studies, as well as an environment and scholarship
system that allowed them to spend their student life in a happy and secure
environment.

Five years later, Traditional Arts Super College of Kyoto was opened.
Architecture and traditional arts and crafts do not seem to be connected,
but what they both have in common is “craftsmanship”. And in both fields,
excellent human resources are required for the coming ages. This college
started unprecedented curriculum in which students could learn directly
from master artists representing the fields of traditional arts and crafts in
Kyoto. Students realized the joy of “craftsmanship” and learned the basics.
They had opportunities to come in contact with the arts and crafts of other
countries in the world including France and Italy. They actively began to
participate in various industry-government-academia collaboration projects,
and sometimes students produced new events by themselves. Winning
“Kyoto Creative Award” was one of their achievements.

Higashiyama campus of Kyoto Arts and Crafts University was opened
thanks to the support of Kyoto city administration. This university was
originally established in Sonobe in Nantan city in 2012. Other two colleges
of our group were respectively renamed to Kyoto Architectural Super
College of Design and Traditional Arts Super College of Kyoto, and both
colleges qualify for college graduation. The alliance of these two colleges
and Kyoto Arts and Crafts University in our group has expanded and
deepened the learning of students and realized a new form of higher
education.

Our three colleges are all special and unique, which are not found anywhere
else in Japan. The curriculum which enables students to acquire various
qualifications while they are in college, learning on the large Sonobe
campus with abundant greenery, and studying in Kyoto, the city of millennial
arts and crafts, excellent faculty supporting students, and before anything
else, sincere learning attitude of students - these features have received
great appreciation from various fields, which is reflected in the high
employment rate of our students.

Our students are motivated and capable, and they are flexible enough to
cope with the new social structure of the post COVID-19. | would like to
express my sincere gratitude to all of you for your continued support and
guidance for those young people. Thank you very much.

Hideko Shintani
Vice-Director
Nihonmatsu-Gakuin Educational Institution, Incorporated
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Toward the 10th Anniversary of Kyoto Arts and Crafts University
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Congratulations on the 30th anniversary of the Nihonmatsu-Gakuin
Educational Institution, Incorporated. We are also happy to announce that
Kyoto Arts and Crafts University in the Nihonmatsu-Gakuin group will
celebrate its 10th anniversary next year. This university was established in
Sonobe, Nantan City in Kyoto Prefecture in April 2012, starting with the
capacity of 100 students for each year. This was the only university in
Japan with the faculty of arts and crafts, and the department of traditional
arts and crafts.

At the beginning, our arts and crafts department consisted of four
programs of arts (ceramics, sculpture, woodwork, and Japanese
lacquer-work) and a program for cultural property information. Students
could collaborate with 11 courses of the affiliated college, Traditional Arts
Super College of Kyoto on the same campus, which included ceramics,
wood carving, Buddhist sculpture, woodwork, Japanese lacquer-work,
maki'e gold decoration for Japanese lacquer-work, metalwork, stone
sculpture, bamboo-work, Japanese hand-made paper art, and Yuzen
hand-painted kimono design. Thanks to such a desirable collaboration, the
works of our students were characterized by wide range of materials. In
2016 the department of Traditional Arts and Crafts was renamed to the
department of Arts and Crafts, and the emphasis began to be put on the
field of design.

Our architectural education started as a program of traditional architec-
ture within the department of traditional arts and crafts. At the beginning
the focus was on the craftsmanship in architecture. The students were
required to take some arts and crafts classes such as wood carving,
sculpture, and Japanese lacquer-work during the first two years of their
studies. They learned techniques before studying traditional architecture.
In 2016 the architecture program became independent from arts and
crafts department, and the architecture department was established
consisting of the architectural design program and the traditional architec-
tural program. We started to educate both in the fields of traditional
architecture and the latest architectural designs. The practical educational
system was established to foster “work-ready” graduates. The acquisition
of the qualification of Certified Architect (class 2) within four years, taking
the extra program in the affiliated collage, KASD, is part of them.

In 2017, a new campus of the Kyoto Arts and Crafts University was opened
in Higashiyama in Kyoto City. It is no exaggeration to say the city of Kyoto
itself turned out to be our campus. The number of applicants rose rapidly
and we increased the capacity of students from 100 to 250 for each year
in 2018. In 2019 our university was certified as an institute conforming to
the university evaluation criteria by the Japan Institution for Higher
Education Evaluation.

In 2020, we established the graduate school of architecture, aiming at
architectural studies filled with individuality as well as the acquisition of the
qualification of Certified Architect (class 1) in the shortest period. On the
campus, the new building was completed in 2021, and the faculty of
architecture will open in 2022.

Looking back the past 10 years of Kyoto Arts and Crafts University, we are
very grateful to the past successive presidents, who always showed their
leadership and encouraged us. We also express our gratitude to the
faculty and staff who were involved in the education and management of
the university, as well as the neighbors and related local and central
government officials for their continuous heartfelt support.

Hirohisa Shintani
President, Kyoto Arts and Crafts University
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Greetings for the 30th Anniversary of
Nihonmatsu-gakuin Educational Institution
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The Nihonmatsu-Gakuin Educational Institution, Incorporated
was established in 1991. Since then their idea of education has
been constantly developing, keeping its high quality and aiming
still higher for 30 years. | cannot help paying my best respect to
this fact and | have to keep it in mind as a member of the team.
The year 1991 was a year of turbulence, when the economic
bubble burst and the Gulf War broke out. So-called a radical
paradigm shift affected the whole society, which made our
conventional values and ways of thinking totally helpless. In the
field of architecture, the new Tokyo Metropolitan Government
Building was completed in that year. It was designed by Kenzo
TANGE, and is now considered as an example of Post-Modern
architecture. It was the time when we architects started to

search for new designs and new approaches for the next epoch.

Established in the days of such a rapidly changing society, the
Nihonmatsu-gakuin Educational Institution aimed at fostering
creators who should produce “real things”. The idea behind is
that “real things” should surely survive, no matter how the values
of the society change. This idea has been staying with us in
our education till today. We have adopted new values and
know-hows, while keeping unchanging culture and tradition,
which this country has been nurturing in history. With these two
elements as the axis, we will keep educating and fostering
creators.

Fortunately there is a long history and fascinating culture in this
country. In order to succeed to them and further develop them,
it goes without saying that education is definitely important.
Seeing our graduates working actively in various fields, | can
reconfirm that our idea of education has been right. To make
the next 30 years even brighter, we will keep striving for our
mission with our greatest passion in the field of education. We
thank you all and appreciate your continuing support and
encouragement.

Ei Kawakita
Principal, Kyoto Architectural Super College of Design

09



10

AR L R AL 26 4F D 2% A

Twenty-Six Years of Traditional Arts Super College of Kyoto
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The Ministry of International Trade and Industry (currently Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry) amended the law (the Act on the Promotion of
Traditional Craft Industries) 29 years ago with a sense of crisis, "the
apprenticeship system will soon collapse in Japan and there will be no
successor in the field of Japanese traditional crafts in the near future." They
asked all prefectures nationwide if they could establish schools of traditional
crafts. Some prefectures raised their hands, but the projects were not
realized. The Ministry then requested the establishment of a school in Kyoto,
the center of traditional arts and crafts, and our Educational Institution was
appointed. Realizing that fostering successors to take over Japanese
traditional arts and crafts was absolutely necessary for the traditional
industry as well as for Japan’s culture, we decided to establish a school of
traditional arts and crafts.

We set out to establish the school and encountered many difficulties from the
beginning. There are various fields of traditional arts and crafts in Kyoto, and
accordingly there are many craftsmen’s associations. It was necessary to
cooperate with those craftsmen’s groups in order to foster successors in the
school system. However, there was a lot of opposition from those who wanted
to keep the feudal apprenticeship system which just barely remained in those
days. With the support and cooperation of many people, we patiently
overcame each and every difficult situation, and finally Traditional Arts Super
College of Kyoto (TASK) was established.

In the first 20 years, many students showed a very strong motivation and
ambition, and they worked from 8:00 in the morning until 8:00 in the evening
in the college workshops. They had a kind of “hungry spirit.” But some years
ago, we realized that more and more students began to prefer leaving school
on time instead of staying extra hours in their workshops. This new age group
overlaps with the generation who received so-called "Yutori education”
(slow-paced, easy-going education). This was the education system the
Japanese government strongly promoted at the beginning of the 21st century.
Without spontaneous additional efforts, the speed of the acquisition of basic
techniques was significantly slowed down, and some students were even
unable to complete their assignments in time. We reviewed the curriculum and
altered it to suit the students of the new generation. In addition to the original
program to acquire basic techniques in two years, we added four-year
programs for those who want to learn techniques thoroughly in four years.
Currently, more than 70% of our students are studying in the four-year
programs in our college. Our 4-year “Highly Specialized Program” was
accredited by the Ministry of Education, and the graduates are eligible to go
on to graduate schools. Thanks to a long-standing partnership with the Open
University of Japan, our college has created a new educational style of a
vocational school, where many graduates of the four-year programs obtain a
college diploma (bachelor's degree).

We have also set up a creator training course to foster creators of arts and
crafts, who not only have techniques but also have skills of design and
self-production. Furthermore, in response to the growing interest in restoring
cultural properties, we are preparing to set up a new cultural property
restoration program (tentative name).

Currently there are more than 3,300 graduates of our college, TASK. Most of
them are active in the traditional arts and crafts industry, holding a title of
“certified craftsman for Kyoto arts and crafts” or “craftsman for traditional
arts and crafts.” Some of them have successfully won prizes at the Japan
Traditional Arts and Crafts Exhibitions and Japan Crafts Exhibitions. Some
even received the Prime Minister's Award at Japan’s Traditional Craft Competi-
tion repeatedly. TASK has been making various achievements in response to
the expectations at the time of its establishment. "Without TASK, the
traditional craft industry would have been in a difficult situation without
successors," says everyone involved.

We will continue to pass on the techniques and spirit of traditional arts and
crafts to future generations and will strive to develop human resources who
can utilize the craftsmanship not only in Japan but also in the world.

Yukiyo Shintani
Principal, Traditional Arts Super College of Kyoto
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—— KYOBI—— Opened a graduate school on Kyoto Higashiyama campus
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—— KYOBI—— The first Faculty of Architecture at an art school in Kyoto
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