THE CONCEALED LAYERS BENEATH

There are many hidden narratives of Kyoto that stays in the dark, away from the lime-
light of tourism. Beneath the illuminated image of Kyoto is the shadow of its traditional
washi paper making that makes up the livelihood of the city, from the calligraphy pa-

per, to the Shoji screen, to its architecture, and eventually how the city is experienced.

The making of Washi tells a story of the intricate and delicate process of how paper

is made and used in Kyoto, in the backdrop of the city. One such element is the Shoji
screen that is used in many traditional houses. It controls the light and shadow, visibili-
ty and privacy by partitioning, eventually forming a significant aspect of how the space
is experienced.

This film challenges the common perceptions of Kyoto by attempting to look behind
the surface, to tell its hidden narratives through Washi Paper. Just like seeing the al-

luring silhouettes behind the Shoji screen, perhaps the beauty of Kyoto lies in its shad-

ows. Although less visible to the public, these hidden narratives, like the Washi paper,
shapes the built environment of Kyoto quietly.
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